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Data-PASS is a partnership of eight social science data repositories

Data-PASS goals:
• Archive social science data collections at-risk of being lost.
• Catalog and promote access to archived collections in the Data-PASS 

shared catalog.
• Replicated preservation of archived collections.
• Advocate best practices in digital preservation.



DataPASS Partners

• Institute for Quantitative Social Science at Harvard University
• Howard W. Odum Institute for Research in Social Science at the University of 

North Carolina-Chapel Hill
• Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) at the 

University of Michigan
• Electronic and Special Media Records Service Division, National Archives and 

Records Administration
• Roper Center for Public Opinion Research
• Social Science Data Archive at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
• Qualitative Data Repository at Syracuse University
• Cornell Institute for Social and Economic Research (CISER) at Cornell University



Context

• Science under attack
• Defending the legitimacy of science
• Data access and research transparency (DA-RT)
• Why data citation is important



Science is Under Attack



And it’s not just Political Science

• Threats to the 
legitimacy of science

• Fraud and Mistakes
• Publication bias
• Political pressures

Alan Gerber and Neil Malhotra, "Do Statistical Reporting 
Standards Affect What Is Published? Publication Bias in Two 
Leading Political Science Journals," Quarterly Journal of Political 
Science, 2008, 3: 313–326.



How do we defend the legitimacy of science?

• What distinguishes the voice of science from every other voice on TV, 
radio, Internet, …?

• Science has norms and ethics: 
• Transparency
• Reproducibility

• Who promotes these norms?
• Professional associations
• Journals



Political Science has been a leader in DA-RT

• 2010 DA-RT memo
• 2012 APSA Ethics Guide 

revised
• 2014 Journal Editors 

Transparency Statement



Political Science has been a leader in DA-RT

• 2010 DA-RT memo
• 2012 APSA Ethics Guide 

revised
• 2014 Journal Editors 

Transparency Statement

6. Researchers have an ethical obligation to facilitate the 
evaluation of their evidence based knowledge claims 
through data access, production transparency, and 
analytic transparency so that their work can be tested or 
replicated.

6.1 Data access: Researchers making evidence-based 
knowledge claims should reference the data they 
used to make those claims. If these are data they 
themselves generated or collected, researchers 
should provide access to those data or explain why 
they cannot.
6.2 Production transparency: Researchers providing 
access to data they themselves generated or 
collected, should offer a full account of the 
procedures used to collect or generate the data.
6.3 Analytic Transparency: Researchers making 
evidence-based knowledge claims should provide a 
full account of how they draw their analytic 
conclusions from the data, i.e., clearly explicate the 
links connecting data to conclusions.



Political Science has been a leader in DA-RT

• 2010 DA-RT memo
• 2012 APSA Ethics Guide 

revised
• 2014 Journal Editors 

Transparency Statement
• 27 journals



Political Science is not alone



TOP Guidelines are a template for journal policies.



Citation Standards Article is not published until providing appropriate citation for data and materials 
following journal's author guidelines.

Data Transparency Data must be posted to a trusted repository, and reported analyses will be 
reproduced independently prior to publication.

Analytic Methods (Code) 
Transparency

Code must be posted to a trusted repository, and reported analyses will be 
reproduced independently prior to publication.

Research Materials 
Transparency

Materials must be posted to a trusted repository, and reported analyses will be 
reproduced independently prior to publication.

Design and Analysis 
Transparency

Journal requires and enforces adherence to design transparency standards for 
review and publication

Preregistration of studies Journal requires preregistration of studies and provides link and badge in article to 
meeting requirements.

Preregistration of analysis 
plans

Journal requires preregistration of studies with analysis plans and provides link and 
badge in article to meeting requirements.

Replication Journal uses Registered Reports as a submission option for replication studies with 
peer review prior to observing the study outcomes.

Guidelines for Transparency and Openness Promotion in 
Journal Policies and Practices



TOP Guidelines are a template for journal policies.



Why focus on data citation?
• Citation has been essential 

to scholarship for centuries
• Data producers deserve 

recognition

• Data citation encourages 
data sharing



Why focus on data citation?
• Links between publications and data expand the visibility of both

• Citation counts (and impact factors) are the currency of scholarship today
• An example:  Web of Science Data Citation Index



Web of Science Data Citation Index



Linking publications to data is difficult
• Data citation has been haphazard at best

Excerpt from DataPASS
letter to APSA 
leadership, August 25, 
2010

3 articles
4 ways of citing data

It is easy to illustrate this problem.  A quick look at 3 articles published in 
volume 104 of the American Political Science Review showed no consistency in 
the way publicly-available data are cited.  One article (Singer) used two data 
sources, but provided a citation in the references section for only one with no 
unique identifier or Web address. The other data source was mentioned in 
both the figures/tables and the footnotes with a Web address.  A second 
article (Hansford and Gomez) cited data within the text, with an online source 
named. Other data in the article were cited in the footnotes, giving an online 
module as the source. Neither data source appeared in the references list. 
The third article (Layman, Carsey, Green, Herrera, and Cooperman) named the 
data sources in the text, footnotes, and figures/tables, with no information 
about the data’s location (beyond a reference to another article describing the 
data). None of the data sources appeared in the references list.



Linking publications and data should be easy…

Data citation is a simple as cut-and-paste



Persistent Identifiers can be linked by machines



If all publications 
put persistent 
identifiers in their 
citations, we could 
use Google to link 
data and 
publications.



Sessions today

• Data Citation – Sebastian
• Data Management – Tom and Bill
• Journal Workflow – Tom and Gustavo
• Journal Policies – Colin 



Outcomes

We want to convince you that
• Data citation is important
• Data citation is easy for authors and for editors
• Persistent identifiers are an essential part of citations
• Depositing data in a DataPASS repository is a simple process
• Help is available
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