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OPENDATA Commitment to research transparency and openness

Established social science data archive

Domain knowledge and statistics expertise



JOURNAL POLICY

AJPS Replication and Verification Policy

The corresponding author of a manuscript that is accepted for 
publication in the American Journal of Political Science must provide 
replication materials that are sufficient to enable interested researchers 
to reproduce all of the analytic results that are reported in the text and 
supporting materials. 

When the final draft of the manuscript is submitted, the replication 
materials will be verified to confirm that they do, in fact, reproduce the 
analytic results reported in the article. 

Jacoby, W., & Lupton, R. (2015). AJPS Replication and verification policy. Retrieved from https://ajps.org/ajps-replication-policy/



JOURNAL POLICY

 README.txt file containing names of all files and information on how to replicate findings
 Codebook with variable definitions and value labels
 Software version information 
 Citations for source datasets

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION & INFORMATION

COMMAND FILES & TOOLS
 Commands needed to reproduce all tables and figures in the article and supplementary materials
 Commands/instructions for installing macros or packages
 Comment statements used to explain analysis steps and distinguish commands for tables and figures

ANALYSIS DATASET(S)

 Analysis dataset file(s) in a file format readily accessible to the social science research 
community

 Software command file(s) for reconstructing the analysis dataset from the original data source(s)



JOURNAL WORKFLOW

 Journals already have an existing workflow

 Roles include: authors, editors, assistant editors, reviewers, production team, publisher

 Complying with a data replication and/or verification policy adds another layer to the 
workflow

 The challenge is to do so efficiently and effectively

 This involves deciding who performs replication and/or verification tasks, when those tasks 
occur in the overall workflow, and expectations for communication and reporting
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DATA CURATION REPLICATION  VERIFICATION

Review materials for completeness

 Identify confidentiality risks

 Identify incomplete, inconsistent or 
missing variable/value labels

Assess file formats for suitability for 
long-term preservation

Enhance descriptive metadata

Review code for inclusion of 
commands and comments required 
for proper execution

Execute code

Compare outputs to tables and 
figures in the manuscript
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AJPS GUIDELINES AND CHECKLISTS

 AJPS website  ajps.org

 Guidelines for accepted articles

 AJPS Workplan (Here) 

 Manuscript Verification Report (Here)

https://ajps.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/elgkcum68y09exj/AJPS_WorkPlan.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7q8og15yj1bcqsd/Manuscript#_Verification_Report_Template.docx?dl=0
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METRICS (MARCH 2015-MAY 2016)

66
manuscripts completed

 Missing or incomplete documentation

 Missing or non-documented code

 Code execution errors

 Rounding errors

 Mismatched figures or tables

 Incomplete data source citations

92%
require resubmission

8
hours (average)



LESSONS LEARNED

 The value of expertise

 Cooperation between author and editor and archive is critical

 Improved training and tools to help authors adopt best practices from the start will pay off 
big at the end

 Scalability and resources – it takes resources to engage in data replication and verification, 
but efficiencies can be gained by scaling up



NEXT STEPS

 Investigate automation and integration opportunities to streamline 
workflows and optimize efficiency 

 Develop new tools to assist researchers in creating high quality replication 
data packages

 Work with the community to support open science & reproducible research
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