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Philip Converse, Warren Miller, and Angus Campbell

Source: http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/membership/history/timeline.html

• Established 1962
• Originally 21 

Members, now 
consortium of 776 
world-wide

• Originally Political 
Science, now all 
social and behavioral 
sciences

ICPSR



•Current holdings 
•11,000+ studies, many curated
•1500+ are restricted studies, almost always to 
protect confidentiality
•Bibliography of Data-related Literature with 84,000 
citations  

•Approximately 60,000 active MyData (“shopping cart”) 
accounts
•Thematic collections of data about addiction and HIV, 
aging, arts and culture, child care and early education, 
criminal justice, demography, health and medical 
care, and minorities

ICPSR



Curated Collections



•Over 1,500 restricted-use datasets available for 
analysis
•Approximately 20 datasets accessible only on 
site in physical enclave
•Over 2,000 active restricted-use data 
agreements

•Across 500+ institutions
•Representing 150+ studies
•Approximately 50 new agreements executed per 
month

Restricted-Use Holdings



•ICPSR offers three methods of restricted-use data access:
•Physical Enclave
•Secure Dissemination
•Virtual Data Enclave (VDE)

Methods of Accessing Restricted-
Use Data



Bibliography of Data-related Literature

Data citation allows us to answer:

•Who uses the data?
•How are they used?
•With what impact?



Poorly described and cited data

Excessive human search effort, extensive collection 
knowledge

Examples of a poor data citation



Citing data with a DOI

Minimal human search effort

Examples of a good data citation



openICPSR













Customization



Migration



https://www.the-scientist.com/news-opinion/the-push-to-replace-journal-supplements-with-repositories--66296



“I’ve had multiple instances from multiple publishers 
where the supplementary material has gone missing,” 
he says, adding that this has occurred with both his 
papers and others’….

“I am afraid this is not uncommon,” tweeted Peter 
Murray-Rust, a chemist at the University of 
Cambridge. “Many (not all) journals generally 
regard supplementary data as a pain in the neck.”

…“This data [within supplementary materials] is 
often deposited as a token of depositing data, 
rather than people actually wanting to reuse it.”

https://www.ch.cam.ac.uk/person/pm286


https://www.nature.com/articles/438738a







Update workflow for repository administrator to 
review and approve before release.

New requests



lyle@umich.edu

Thank you!

mailto:lyle@umich.edu


•Users must apply for access 
•Describe proposed research and why restricted data is 
required

•All users must sign a Restricted Data Use 
Agreement 

•Agree to data security requirements and procedures
•Principal Investigator generally must hold terminal degree

•Students can be on agreements
•Some projects provide access to researchers, policymakers, 
journalists without a terminal degree

•Be affiliated with legitimate research institution
•Receive IRB approval or exemption before gaining access 
to most data

Applying for Access
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